T WH 2K 


Captivated Philoſopher, 


O R 


The Power of Love 
OVER 


IX EAS ON, 


LONDON. 


Printed and Sold at Mrs, Bailey's printing Of- 
fice, the Ship and Crown, Leaden- Hall. 
Street, where Tradeſmeas B ills are Printed | 
neat and Reaſonable. 


i884 


BOH 2 
THE 


C AfTIVAT EBD 
| PHILOSOPHER, Ce. | 


5 


—— — 4 — 


— 


NEIN HAL ES, in his Youth, 10 famous for bis | 
®f > e Wiſdom, was the Son of Examus and | 
BY Cleobulines, of the Race of Theliaes, the 
KEE? moſtillaſtrious among the Pheneciavs, who | 
drew their Original from Cadmus and Aenor. E- 
amius dy d young, leaving Cleobulines two Chi- 
dren Thales and Erigones, accompanied with a plen- | 
titul Fortune. 
Dales was made a Citizen of Millet, and whey be 
had finſheck his Studies, he traveled abroad into Fo- 
reign Countries, to enlarge his Knowledge, leaving 
his young Siſter Erigones to the Care of his Mother. 
In Egypt he contrrcted a Friendſhip with lov, and 
made Bimlelt a Fam 0 in the Science of 

| Aſtrology, 


E 2 


Aſtrology. When he had ſeen all that was extra- 


ordinary-in Africa, he returned e Ailes, accom- 
pliſhed in his Manners, and, beautiful in bis Perſon 
yet thoſe, who coveted the Pleafure of ſeeing his 
, engageing Figure,” were in Fear of his Converſati- 
von from the Severity of his Opfnior and Reproofs. | 

Cleobuirnes, who was the tendereſt of Mothers, re- 
ceived him at his return with great Tranſports of 
Joy. Erigones, whom he left an Infant, appear'd 
to him ſo charming, that notwithſtanding his Gra- 
vity, he could vob help ſpeaking in her Praiſe. His 
Merit die all the ee Perſons who were 
at Milet, to Cleobulires Houle; and Thaks who 
lov'd Solitude, was in conſtant Trouble to avoid 
the Crowd. ; 

There were many young Ladies at Millet, who 
liv'd in Splendour, all gay, and Charming, and the 
moſt agreeable Objects were continually offered to 
the Sight of Zbales; hut they were ofno Force to 
him, his auſtere Philoſophy tabght hir that there 
-was Nothing of this kind valbable, and he had 
Learn d to deſpiſe them: His. Mother defir'd nothing 
more, than to ſee him well ſettled, and live like the 
reſt of Mankind. She had deferr d the: Marriage of 
her Daughter until his Return:? She was courted by 
-Phoekix, a famous Gractian, who liv'd at Aer, 
in all Maguificence, and whoſe Expences were not 
much taterior to Thrafbulus who was the Sovereign, 
and not content with a legal Sway, was d pultiog to- 
Wards: A tyrantical Coverument. 
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It was not difficult for Erigones to ſettle her AF. 
£ ions upon ſo worthy a perſon, and of ſuch large 


\Poſſeffions; and Cleobulines not having contradicted 
her inclinations, Phaenix made no doubt of his 


Happineſs and Succeſs ; and 7hales being arrived, he 


defired he would haſten the Marriage with all Speed. 
She mention'd it to her Son, but he give ſo little 
Attention to an Affair of this Nature, upon which 


Pbac nix thought the Happineſs of his Life depend- 


ed, that his Siſter began to be diſpleas d. Phaenix 
usdall Ways to pleaſe him, but he was delighted 
with Nothing but his own Opinions and Manners; 
and he beha ved himſelf even to the Ladies, with fo 
little Compliſance, that they eſteem'd him of a very 
unſociable Temper and Deportment. 

He was nevertheleſs obliged to be ſometimes in 


5 Company with thoſe who viſited his Mother: One 


Day, when ſome of the moſt Conſiderable came to 
fee her: He happened to be ſo engaged in the Com- 
pany, that he could find no Opportunity to diſen- 
tangle himſelf: which ſo vexed him, that he was 
full of Contradiction and us'd his Arguments to 
prove, that Beauty was one of the moſt inſignificant 
Trifles, and fool'ſh Vanities to be pretended to. 
Tris Poſition was fufficient to draw an open War 
upon him from the fair Sex, and raiſe the Indigna- 
tion ot. ſeveral Lovers then Preſent; which Princi- 
ple, in their Opinion, was not much below Blaſ- 
phemy in the deſerving of Puniſhment, His Hu- 


mour l repder'd him ſo formidable, that few 


TILL . Were 
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were hardy enough to opoofe, him: Frigones alone, 
Who bid not ſufler nis diidainiul Aue, and who, | 
uo lopge!, as an Euemy to our whole: Sex avid fo | 


kindly En em him, hong her ſelt obkged to rake 
up the Cüdgets, as well U aiggneral, a. for ber 
Own particular Detence- , Cartainly;, fays ſhe, with 
£ ppeafa de Ot being ang y, you; Muſt have made 
a Vow, to «nd al, rhe World z and hate ver good 
Opinion you may hive of your awe Parts and Rea- 
n, vou cu hr to have à little more Regard and 
Cit cum peët on in your Exe ens. M hy, would 
you. have us, laid Thales, put / any Conſtraint upon 
ouriek e, v. hen the Gods alone axe to call us to an 
Account tor our intentions? I know not, replied 
Erigones, 1: the Phuioſophers believe there are any 
Pivinites, or whether they take themſelves to be 
ſuch, - though they appear to us no more than fan- 


ta ſtical Pertous, Who haye-Areſs'd up their Senti - 


ments. in iuch thorny Flowers, that many are afraid 
to approach. them. We muſt then, to pleaſe you 
replied Thales, xenounce our Sgnſe and Reafon,- and 
play the Fool in every Trifle that rakes, with your 
Humours. Y ou.v ill never forget yours by Exceſs 
ot Compliſance, I dare ſav, Brother, anſwered E- 
iz nes, Siſter, added Thalas, {miling.as in Contempt, 
you penk like a young Girl. who blindly, follows 
her Inelination, and you make rhe chis Day give 
Thanks to the I tal Beings, that I Was not born 
a Female. Were there any of your Humour, they 
would-gor be very acceptable, for you have ſome 
"IR | Faults, 


1 
Faults, - chat would ill become eur Sex. Thales, 
Madam, ſajd Phacuix, only contradicts * to 


ve yon an Opportunity to ſhew your Wit; tor, 
ar rom being an Enemy to the Ladies. I per» 


 ſuaded, his Endeavors ate to gin their Eiteem. 


We are not ignorent. Phaonixs ot your being in 
Love, ſaid Thalss, bur there is little Appearance” 
chat 1 thall ever be in that Condition; ſo that ad- 
ing from different Cauſes, it Would be a TY 
it we ſhould agree in our Opinions. 

Erigones was ſo diſpleas'd that ſhe look d upon 
Dae wich Eyes ful of Indignation; and he was ſo 
lirrle conceru'd at her Diſplcaſure, that he was al- 
ways the ſame; He nevercheleſs conſented to the 


| Marriage of his Siſter, with the rich Fhaznjix, and 


the Wedding was celebrated with great “mp and 
Magnificence at Millet, Tbraꝶbulus, and almoſt the 
5 Country of Jonica were inyiced, and Ph ienir 
abounding in Riches, and of a free wod gene ous 
2 Na thing could be more ſplendid than E 
jgones, himſclt, — their hoſpitable Entertainment. 
les, mM was. the only Perſon, to whom it be- 
lon ged to return the Civilities to the Company, for 
the Honour of the Family, repaid it in his accuttom'd: 
Careleſſneſs and indifferency. When the jovial 
Time was paſt Cleghy/:ngs rene w d her thoughts n 
cerning Thales, Is ic poſſible, my Son, ſaid ſhe. in 
a Tonp of the greateſt Tendergeſs, and Affection, 
that amongſt ſo many celebrated Beauties that have 


kae my Daughter $ — not. ane of _ 


1 
has had the Power to touch vor Heart? No, Mas 
dam, r Ry he, with an -Iofenſibility not to be 


imag in 


eakneſſes, anſwered 7 bales. Von offend the Me- 


mory of an indulgent Father, who never thought a 
ſo, ſaid CAuobulises T ask your patdon Madam, an- 
ſwered Tbalts, if I have been too free in my Ex» Þ 


prefſions, T only deſign'd to juſtify my [ndifferancy, 
oat oftending the Reſpect it is my Vury'e pay 
b Well chen, ſays ſhe, 1 excuſe the Liberty 
— takb, though it is a little too familĩ ir: But to 

make Amends for it, chuſe a Wife worthy you ic 
Have yon not been long enough a Phileſopher? Do 
you intend to be a Wanderer all 2 Life? And 
ſhill I never have the Joy and Satisfaction to ſee you 


ſercled at Millet? It you command me to ſtay here, 


make no doubt of my Obedience, continued Thales, 


but Madam, as for Marriage; diſpenee wich me not 
to promiſe it, fines in the great AverſiorT have for 


itz it-would be impoſſible. ro keep my Word. So 
that your Obſtinacy, reply'd Cleobulincs, condemns 


me to paſs the reſt of my Life in a Deſire that never 


will be accompliſhed. Saying this the left him, and 


and his Siſter the nee of the on he him 


Your: Heart then muſt be of Marble, | 
pariued Cleobulines, and you neither partake of Fa- 
amius, or your Mother. I am contented to imitate 

wa Virtues, withour deſiring to ſhare in your 
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df Danger rom that Patty: F6r'he ever enfleavours | 
ed to avoid them, and not ſo much out ot Fear as 
Cuſtom. 1 

As As he was one day returning from the Palace 


wich Phaznix, they ſtopt at a Peimer's who had 
brought brny curibus Raue to Millet. hates in 


his Travels had ſeen the beſt in the Univerſe, found 


hevertheleſs at that Stranger's many that d:ſerved 
his Attention. He ſaw many Pieces ingeniouſly re- 
preſented, and many Ladies drawn with extraordi- 
hary Succeſs, But amongtt all the charming Ob- 


jects, a young Creature, WhO was repres 


ſented with all the Graces imaginable, made a pow- 
erful Impreſſion upon his heart, and ſoftened in ſome 
Meaſure his natural Fiercenefs A Chillineſs came 
over him at the Sight of this Picture, Which was 
ſucceeded by a more kindly Heat: Whilſt his Eyes 
were ſo fix'd on this agreeable Obje&, rhat he 
wanted Power to remove them, he ask'd the Paine 
ter, Whofe Picture it was? He ſaid he knew nor, 
and that he bought it at Corinth, for the Sake of 
the Beauritulneſs of irs Face; that he had taken an 
infinite Number of Coppies from it, ot which he 
had not one remaining; and that he reſerved the 
Original to diſpofe of to ſome vety curious Perſon, 
who knew how to eſteem it. You are not far frem 
finding a Chapman, anſwered Thales, and I will give 
you your Price for it. The Bargain was concluded, 
nor to the Diſadvantage of the Painter; and chough 
the Philoſopher gave a 1 Price for i it, he chouhe 
| he 
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he eould not pay too much for ſo extraordinary a 
h Figure. . F 4 4 
| Phaenix, accuftom'd to his uſual Negligence; © 
could not imagine the Occ-fton of this Action, ber 
concluded, that his Knowledge was general, he 
| he was not leſs skil ful in Painting; and that he va- | 
lued the picture for the Art of the painter. | 
The Picture was ſent home, and Phaenix, whoſe * 
ugh's were other wiſe employed, forge : ac- ! 
uaint Erigones with this Adventure; and Thales or- 
ered his Purchaſe to be placed in his Cloſet, from 
whence Philoſophy was wholy bauiſh'd. 
What well become, alas! of che wiſe, the inſen- 
fible Thales? When he, who with ſuch Coldneſs has 
| deſpis'd ſo many animated Subjects, capable of in- 
ſpirſng the mvſt ardent Love, finds himſelf in Flames 
for an Object incapable of Motion? He nevertheleſs 
looks upon it all the Day; it occaſions to him bro- 
ken and diſturb'd Sleeps; and as ſoon as the Sun ri- 
ſes in the Morning, the Philoſopher gets up to adore 
| the Charming Shadow. How muſt he reffect upon 
| his paſt inſenfibility, and the Remembrance how, 
de has condemned exceſſive Inclination; when he 
| finds himſelt compell d to yield to the imperious Ty- 
| ranny of a Paſſion Eſtabliſhed in his Soul, which in 
| a ſew Hours has made him a Slave to a thouſand | 
{ unprofitable and vain Deſires Being confcious to | 
himſelf, that the Alterations in his Face could not |} 
be leſs than thoſe in his Heart, he was defrrous to 
hide himſelf from all the World; but * 
1 . | WO 
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who delighted to ſee him, was never fatisfied, but 
when he was near her. Erigouss, who perceived 
the change in Thales, caus'd her Mother to obſerve 
tha he was no longer che ſame. Are you not well 
my Son? ſaid ſhe, your Eyes are quite ſpiritlefs 
and languid, like one who has loſt hs Quiet, or 
Dis Jealch; and Phaenix, added ſhe with a Smile, 
dich not apptar more d jzAe1 waen he firſt courred 
Erięones. Ii you ſhould be in Love, it would be 
a Prodigy, but your cruel Temper forbids our Hopes. 
I: wyuid windced bea wonderſul Miracle, ſaid Frie 
g0n's, it that hard Heat ot Rock ſhould become 
ft Fleſh and Blood, Perhaps tis a love in Painte 
ing, that diſturbs him, faid Fhaenix, and a Picture 
that he Bought yeſterday, has Excellency to charm 
a Soul delighted with a fine Idea. Tbales bluth'd 
at Phaens's Diſcourſe, yet they were not ſurpriz d 
at his ;eturging no Anſwer, ſince it was his Cuſtom 
to be ſileut. Cleobu ines and Erigones, as they were 
M omen, could nor retrain ſrom being curious, and 
immediately went into Thales“ Apartment, to ſes 
the Picture, which Phaenix had ſo much commended 
and which they found more beautitul than bad been 
repreſented, or than you could poſſibly imagine. 
When Thaks had an Opportunity, he ſhut him- 
ſelf yp alone with it, and thoſe who imagin'd it 
was to obſerve the courſe of the Stars, were very 
much deceived. He paſs d his Time in looking up- 
on his much beloved Picture, and as he ſaw no Re- 
medy for a Grief ſo painful and tantaſtical, con- 
135 B 2 demn'd 
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| demr'd his ormer. Pride and Severity, but-reſo] ved 
0 conceal the Strangeneſs of his Paſhun. Bur how 
| Vain were his def ans! tor it Was drerec'd, that the 
| witeſt Man thould not be free from Folly and the 
| Power ol Love, 


When he had conceal'd his Fire for ſome Weeks 


be found he was not able to continy® it; ald for 
all his Diſguiſe, they diſcover'd thac his Ilseps were 
| diſhurbed; that he had loſt his Appetite ; 
and i in fine, that he was alter'd in every thing. Be- 
ing in this Condition he reſol ved to leave Millet, and 


endea vour to Conquer his Paſſion by new Amuſe- 


ments. He acquainted Clgobulines with his Deſign, 


| who oppos'd'"i it Wich Mods xaijon, but was not able 
to perſuade him from a Reſolution he had ſo abſo- 


lutely determined to, perform; he had no longer any 


| Converſation but with the purchaſe he had made; ; 


and as deaf as it was, he omitted not to tay mos 
thouſand tender Expreſſions to the dumb Figur 


that any one who had over-hear'd him, muſt bare 


i 
concluded, that. he was. now become as notorious 


| for lis Folly, as he formerly s remarkable for his 


iſdom. 
When he was ready for his Voyage, and going 


| down to the Port to ſeek a Veſſel, he ſaw ir the 


public Place tome Srangers expoſing ſome Slaves 


to Sale. Thales went towards them, and ſaw among 


| the Captives, to his great Aſtoniſhment, the Origi 


nal of his Charming Picture, but a Thouſand Times 


more lovely than the Coppy, by the Pigeon 1 
* Life 


L233 
Li" e, . the nom Actions of Rody in being. 
A- reſerved as he was, he could ſeracely chen ex- 
ell iming out in a Uy ot Joy; but moderating his 
tranſports by a foted Conſtraint, he contented him- 
ſe't with buy ing the Slave at the price they de- 
manded He was going to cond ut her home to 
hi- Houfe, when the Prince app ou ched to him in 
a civil Manner; but this Ceremony was of Fatal 
Conlequence, ſince at che firſt Sight of the fait Cap- 
tive. h. was become deſperately in Love with her. 
Thales, {aid he to the Philoſ-pher, I hope you will 
not refuſe me this Slave, who pleaſes me extremely, 


aud oblige ore who will not be ungratetul to you, 
Sir, cunningly anſwered Thales, I am 10 tar from 


a Netign ot Deſputing wi: h vou what you de fire, 


that, betore all tneſe People, 1 give the perſon you 


you demand of me her Freedom, that ſhe may with 
all Liberty follow you it the defies it. Alas! 


your Generofity, cry'd Thra/bulus, is only an Ar- 


tifice, when you pit with the Authority of Ma- 
ſte ſhip there i is little Appearance of its talling o 


my Share. Its already done, my Lord, continued 
Thales, the is as tree free from Slavery as ever ſhe 
was firice her Being; and if I appear £9 have a De- 
fign, *tis only that ot doing you an Oblgarion. 
Will you come, my pretty one, ſaid Thraſybulus to 


that young Creature, to the Palace of a Prince, who 
his Power enough to make you very happy? Sioce 
I am now free from Slavery, my Lord, replied ſhe, 
'ryould be Ingratitude in me to leave the Perſon 

WhO 
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| wilingly than any other. You are very grateiul, 
| reply'd Zhraſybulys, but perhaps you are ignorant 
that tis the Frince of Millet who deſires it Were 
| yo uCreſtis, my Loid, replied ſhe, my Anſwer would 
de the fame; and I think it is the leaſt I cando, for 
| 2 Perſon who has fo generoufly deliver d me from 
| my Slayery. ” | | 
_ Theſe prudent and diſintereſted Expreſſions, made 
Thales in Love as much with her Soul, as hc hd 
been before with her Body; and notwithſtanding 
| Thrafbalus' Diſpleaſure, he carry'd the freed Fair 
to Clebuline's Houſe, where ſhe was received with 
all the Reſpect due tp a Perſon of ber extraordinary 
Beauty aud Virtue. | | 
Thales was not ſo much Mafter of himſelf, as to 
be able to conceal his Joy; and though the Straus 
| ger was unknown, ſo much Gi andeur appear'd in 
| her Face, that Cleobplines wiſh'd with all her Heart 
| her Son's Inclinacions were fix'd io her. Bur Tara- 
| butts, violent beyond Moderation, and bent upon 
yranny, bad no intention to ſuffer him to be the 


cChoſen. Phenix leſs concern'd in this Affair than 
| bales, ſhe wid him the Malignity of his Enemy; 
and it he was then ſo much a Philoſopher, as not to 


nation 


| who has deliver'd me from my Chains; but ſince he | 
has given me the Liberty, if he will be pleaſed alſo | 
to grant me his Protection, I will follos him more | 


| quier Poſſeſſor of ſuch a Bleſſing, and took Mea» 
| ſures to moleſt che Fair one in the Sanctuary ſhe had 


| fear the Danger, he was beholden to his Inclinati- 
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nation for it, and the Blindneſs occaſioned by bis 


Paſſion. 

Thales was at firſt contented with preſenting this 
convincing proof of his Generofity to the fre Oo 
tive, he did not perplex or trouble her with Diico 
of Love; the more he regarded her, the mor ſhe 
inflamed his deſires; her Modeſty was ſo ingageing 
and her Wit and Virtue were as exceſſive as her 
Beauty. 

She was willing to have done any Service, but 
with what Humility was ſhe refus'd ! and what Sa- 
tisfaction both Cieobulines and Erigones take, to rene 
der her Services themſelves? Her Soul, full of Ac- 
knowledgement, was touch'd at this Exceſs of gocd- 
neſs, and defirous not to be thought ſtupidly une 
grateful, in haveing ſo many Honours done her, 
where ſh2 thought to have been in Chains; ſhe con- 
feſs'd to Cleobulines and Thales, that the was born a 
Princeſs, of the Blood of the Princes of Hracuſe, 
and that ſhe became thus miſerable, and a Wanderer, 
by the cruel” Fealouſy of a heard hearted Step-Mo-» 
ther. The Tears that accompanied theſe Words 
gave freſh concern to Thales, and more Curioſity to 
Cleobulines; the knew that this Princſs* Name was 
Alphiſa, and thought tt then not convenient to en- 
quire further. ; 

The Night paſs'd and Erigones, who had already 


a great Aſſection Aphiſa, went to her in her Apparte 


ment, the Sight of this Princeſs perſected the Paſ- 
ſion which the Picture had rais'd in Thales * 


F.-46 4 


and he Was raveing with Love and Deffr re. ehen 
| Phenix went to viſit him, he found him in Diſotder: 


| looking upon him with Aſtoniſhment, you are no 
longer, ſaid he, that inſenſible Philoſopher Proof 
| agannſt all the B. auties of the Fair-ſex. You love 


the Princeſs. Alphiſa,, tis in vain you end-avour.to 


bidde it; bri- you need not bluſh;. for ſhe has CHarms 


ſaffictent ro make a good Fx-ufe for your Paflion. 
Brother, reply'd Thatzs,, embraceing him, Love is 
too familiar in your Heart, not to know it, when 


vou perceive it in mine: And I have too much Sin- 


| cericy to deny a Truth fo apparent. T am perſuaded 
| that you will excuſe my Weakneſs, and that you 


will not make a Feſt of, and ridicule my former vain 
preſumptious Pride. No aſſuredly, reply'd Phenix, 


and I have no other Deſire, but to give what Affiſt- 


ance I can, to a Paſſion, that will give ſo much Joy 


| to Clobulines. 


Thales, the loving, the impatient Wabsehad ao 


| founer heard that Aphiſa was in a Condition to be 
ſeen, but he went to viſit her, and he thought, that 


— 
* 


the Repoſe of the Night, and che Pleaſure of Li- 
berty hsd diffuſed new Graces on her Face. The 
| Philoſopher ask'd her the State of her Health fo 
| heartily, and with ſuch an Air of Concern, that 
| Cleobulines, who was preſent was perfectly over-joy'd 
at it. Apbiſa made ſuch agreeableand witty Returns 
that ſhew'd ſhe merited the good Sentiments they 
| had ot her; and 'twas then ſhe diſcover'd to them, 
| wich leſs Contuſion, that her Misfortunes were oc. 


calion'd 
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caſion'd by the Jealouſy of a Mother in Law, who 
reſolved to break off her Marriage with a Prince 
deſing'd for her by her Father from her In fancy: 
That the deteſtable Arteſia, (which was her Name) 
was fallen in love wich that Prince, and aſter ſhe 
had poyſon'd her Husband, my Father, ſhe expoſed 
her,, a Princeſs innocent and young, alone in a 
Bark, to the Mercy of the Waves, whilſt the young 
Alexidas had taken a Voyage for the Security of 
his Country, and Arte/a remained abſolute Miſtreſs 
of all; that ſhe was tound in that deplorable Cons 
dition by the Rovers, who after they had kept her 
ſome Time ar Sea, had at laſt brought her to Mil- 
let, to be fold at the market with the other Slaves. 
She alſo faid; that the Picture which was in Zhales 
Poſſeſſion, was certainly one of thoſe, which her 
Father, who lov'd her dearly. had caus'd a Painter 
to draw ſome Vears before, and who had ſold it. 

It was not without Concern, that Thales under- 
ſtood Alphiſa had a Lover, to whom, in all appear- 
ance, ſhe would never be untaithſul; ſo that he 
was no ſooner in Love with what be thought the 
moſt charming, but he found himſelf oblig'd to live 
without Hopes. 

When Clec bulines ſaw him in private. ſhe enpreſted 
the great Joy the conceived at the Diſcovery of his 
not being inſenſivle. I know nor, ſaid he, whether 
you ought to rejoice at this Truth; but I know that 
it gives me intolerable Affliction, at d that I am de- 


ſtined to be the Moiſt miſerable of Mankind, I will 


C not 
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not conceal from you, that I am moſt” deſperately 
in Love with Alphiſa, ſince I believe you already 
| perceive it; but, Madam, of what Advantage to 
to me now would that Heart of Braſs, that you 
us'd to reproach me with? Since I muſt now con- 
g mn myſelf to die for Love. What is then become 
ot that Wiſdom, that gain'd you ſuch eſteem in the 
Wonl'd, reply'd C:9bulines?. What does it ſignify 
it you cannot make uſe of it when you have Occa- 
ſion? the Gods ſuffer y ou to become ſenſible after 
| your Boaſts of being invulnerable. You have had 
the Advantage to fignalize yourſelf by an Action 
of Generoficy, which will give you an open Paſſage 
to the Heart of the perſon you adore. Alas! to 
hat purpoſe cry'd Thales, do I gain an Entrance 
into that place where A/exizas is to reign alone? He 
is a Conqueror, ſure of his Victory, and who tri- 
umphs even in his Abſence; and, Madam, if he 
till perſeveres to love Alphiſa, ſhould not Þbe very 
unjuſt, to endeavour to make her break her Faith? 
No, Madam, I can never do it, let it coſt me what it 
Will, and I would rather chuſe to die, than deſerve 
the Name of Barbarous, by croffing thoſe innocent 
Affections, which have been us'd already but too 
unkindly. This is, Madam, the Effect of rhe 


MWidom you Mention, and I ſhall never Efteem it 


umnprofitable, when it produces tixe fame Concluſi- 


ons. Thales, reply'd Cleobulines, your Determina- 
tions appear to me too nice and critical. I know 


4 
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not what Injury you would do to a perſon abſent by 


endea- 
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endeavouring to pleaſe a princeſs thrown into your 
Hinds by Fortune, and whole Charms command 
your Love. Be it as it will, anſwer'd he, I reſolve 
not mention it, and I defire you, Madam, to be {a 
good, as to keep my Secret. « You hive wilh'd chat 
1 might love; the Gods have been already but too 
attentive to your prayers, and I find it has given me 
Occaſian to be pitied. After this, Clecbhulives ſaid a 
Thouſand things to appęaſe the troubles ot her Son, 
but ſhe was not philoſopher enouah co Eff. & it. 
Whiltt che Generoſity of Thales impos'd ſuch ſe- 
vere Laws upon him, the prince of Hilet was go- 
vern'd by Thoughts of a contrary Narure, and all 
his Deſires teiided to make himſelf abſolute Maſter | 
of Alphiſa at any Rate not rega: 4ing the Injury he 
did to Thales, or the little Refſpect he paid to a Sex 
that deſer ves it from all Hands: Bur flam'd with 
theſe ſavage Reſolutions, Turai blu, flew : into theſe 
unwary Tranſports. 
The ®Frea:ment Aldhiſa met with at Clobulines? 
was a convinceing Demonſtartion of the great Eſteem 
and particular value chey had for her: And as ſhe 
did not Expect Thales to have the Softneſs of other 
Men, ſhe never look'd upon him as her Lover, - and 
was the laſt who perceiv'd what he ſuffet'd for hers 
Chobilines woul have made no Scruple ot giving her 
gon the place relerv'd for Alcxidas; and being hand- 
ſome enough to inſpire Love, the Opportunity ap- 
pear'd to her very favourable; but Alphiſa was only 
capable of returning Acknowledgements full of 
| C2. | Eſteem 
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Eſteem; which ſhe did in ſo ſoft and engageing a 
F Manner, that Cleobulines miſtook rth{ſe tor Tender- 
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neſs, and willing to clear the Doubt, Madam, faid 


| the to the fur Sicilian, the Gods have certainly ſent 
vou to Milet for my Happineſs and Quiet; no lefs 
than your miraculous Beauty could have Power to 
reduce Thales to Senſibilitiy. Every thing hitherto 
E was indifferent, or rather troubleſome to him; bur 


Madam, fince he his had the good Fortune to "HM 


feen you, he is bec me another Creacure, and if 
you have no Compaſſion for him, I fear, notwith- 
ſtanding my Diſe leaſure at his former Inſenſibility, 


his preſent: Tenderneſs and paſſion may give me 


more Occaſion to grieve. He is not, I aſſure you 


unworthy of your Love; is this "that gives me 
Courage to {ol licite for him ; ; and Madam as he has 


ſome Merit, and deſcended from ſeveral Kings of 
| Renown, I hope not to give Offence, either ro your 
Beauty or Quality, by offering you tuch a Captive. 


Whilſt Cieobulines ſpoke after this Manner, Alphi- 
ſa's Eyes where caſt down, and the was fo furpriz/d 


at this Diſcourſe, which ſhe did not expect, that the 
remained ſilent for fome Time. At length, takeing 


Courage, I muſt own, Madam, ſaid the, that a- 
mongiſt all the Mistorcunes that have befallen me, 
Nothing could be more grieveous to me, than to be 


obliged to ſeem ungrateful; bur generous Cleobulines, 


is it in our power to do what we pleaſe witha Heart 
which is already diſpos'd ot? "The Gods be my 


Ky irnels, that I give all the acknowledgement for 
the 


E 


the Favours and Obligations I have received from 
yourſelf and Thales, that ſuch Humanity and gene- 
rous Actions can deſerve; and it my Affections, 
when I arriv'd at Milet, had been at my owu Dif 
poſal, you ſhould have placed them at your Plea- 
ſure; but ren it is lonp ſince the Prince Alex- 
idas has poſſeſs'd, I lov'd him before I ſaw Thales. 
Perhaps I hve loft him tor my. whole Life; bur let 
the Evenrt be what it will, he ſhall never looſe me: 
And if it had been in my power to have forgot him, 
I thould not have promiſed him to have lov'd him 
for ever. 

If this Conſtancy was not pleaſing to Cleobulines 
Wiſhes, the could not in the leaſt condemn it. She | 
pitied poor Tales, who knew not what Steps his 
Mother had taken, and ſeeing Alphiſa who had juſt 
leſt her, thoughrtul arid dejected, and ſome Red- 


_ neſs about her Eyes, that perſuaded him ſhe had 


been crying: He was extremely troubled. Madam, 
{aid he, in an humble Manner, I beg of you to tell 
me, if there be any thing here, that diſpleaſes you; 
and be aſſur'd, that where Thates has any Power, it 
ſhall always be employ'd for your Quiet and Satis- 
faction. I cannot make you any Offers for the Eaſe 
of your Heart; but had I the Poſſibility of preſent- 
ing Alexidas to you, I would not deter the Oppor- 
tunity a ſingle Moment. 

Aliphi/a could not but admire che honourable Be- 
haviour of Thales, and it gave her ſom2 Concern: 


She thought there was no Perſon in the World fo 


deſerx ving 


L 
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| deſerving g of Eſteem : Bur ſhe at the fame Time Was 


enſible, that ſhe could never love any other than | 


Alexidas. I am fo obliged to you, ſaid ſhe, that! 


know not how to acquit myſelt tor the Obligations | 


| Thave already received from you: But how can J 


AM, 
Ki 


N fay ir? And yet Imuſt Accnowledge, that I ſhould 
z be more happy rnd contented could I bur fee Alex- 


Aas. But though you wander'd all over the World 
to bring him to me, you could add Nothing to the 
1 reat Opinion I have of your Virtue; and 

bilſt ſhe was going to continue her Diſcourſe, a 


loud Noiſe was heard in the Court; and 8 


ly a Number of armed Men advanced and demand- 


ö | ed Alpbi/a. 


Although Thales had no great Opinion of the 
Juſtice Zbra/ybu/cus, he did not believe, that he 
would fo, publickly declare himſelf a Tyrant, and 


E a Perſccutor of Innocence. He was ſu1priz'd at chis 


Violence; but little time was left to conſult about 


It; they were oblig'd either to deliver her up, or 


immediately put themſel ves in a Condition to defend 
her and *rwas this Deſign that his Love and Courage 
animated him to pur ſue: Vet, though Phenix, and 


all his Friends, wete aſſembled to his Aſſiſtance, 


What would they be able to do againſt the Govern- 


4$ gur of Milet, who bad drawn all his Forces toge- 


ther? After an unequal Combat, which had con- 
tiaued for ſome Lime, and had pur CHeohulines and 
Erigones into Conſternation and Fear; and Streams 
of Hd flowed from Zhales, Phenix, and many 


Perſons 


0 
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-already handled but too fevercly! What would 
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Perſons of Diſtinction, the fair and aflifted A 
found herſelt torc'd to go to the Pa Thraſys 
bulous. By good Fortune, neither Thale er Phænia 
were dangerouſly wounded; and the firſt ſhewd 
more of the Philoſopher, in ſeeing the Blood run 
from him unconcern'd, than in the tormenting Re 
flections, that A/phiſa, was no longer with him, 
but forc'd to ſubmit to a Perſon who had neither 
Honour nor Vertue. 

He would have made treſh Efforts to have reſcu'd 


the fair one fron a Slavery he thought more inſu 


portable than that of the Rovers; but Clcobalines 
oppos'd with all her perſuaſions a Project which ſhe 
thought to fo little purpoſe. In the mean Time, 
tho* Thales Wounds requir'd him to keep his Bed, 
he was ſeen walking in Milet, with-anger & Chagrin 
in his Face, for not being able to ſecure Alphiſa trom 
the attempts of Thraſylulous; whilſt he, ſwell'd with 
Pride at the Victory he had gain'd, though by the 


much ſuperior Number of Forces, kept no Men- 


ſures of Decency with Alphiſa, bur ſhæw'd her a 
diſdainful Paſſion, likely to give her more heavy 
Chains, than thoſe from which the generous Thales 
had delivered her. My Lord, ſaid the to him ſonie- 
times in her Gri-f, you bring a Diſhonour upon 
your Dignity ; and if you had any tend ancy towards 
Glory, you would not neglect that of giv. ing your 
Protection to, er at leaſt, not to aflict by your treat- 
ment, a poor unhappy Stranger, who Fortune has 


you 
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von have of me? I can only give you my Liſe; for 


the Heart that you demand is no longer in my Po]. 


er. Thraſybulcus grew violently angry at this Diſ- 
courſe; be imagin'd that Thales was belov'd; and 
ſhe trembled, and knowing the Tyrant had com- 
mitted many Crimes, ſhe was in Fear, leſt the moſt 
violent, and moſt to be dreaded, ſhould fall to her 
Share. £7 | 


Whilſt Aiphi/a was thus tormented, Thales had no | 
other Thoughts, but to make her happy. There 


could not be a greater Concern of Tenderneſs and 
Compaſſion, than that with which he was poſleſs'd ; 


but all his defires tended to give Eaſe and Liberty to | 


what he lov'd, even ſince he knew ſhe was already 
engag'd, and he was as earneſt in it, as if it had 
been to have perfected his own Felicity. 

He was greatby Birth, apd well eſteem'd at Milet; 
this gave him an Opportunity, aſſiſted by Phenix, 
Pho was enterely link'd to him by marrying his Siſ- 
ter, to divide the Town by Management and In- 
trigue. Thraſybulcus was mortally hated ; the anci- 
ent Liberty of the people was deſtroy'd by his Ri- 
gour, and there wanred only a Perſon of Conſide- 
ration to head the Maleconrents, to produce a gene- 
ral Revolution. The Affair being in this Condition, 
and Thales adding the Hopes of freeing his Country 
from Servitude, to the Thoughts of obliging Alphi- 
ſa, a powerful League was ſoon formed by him, 
ready to oppoſe the Tyranny and force of Thraſy- 


E bulus; Thales and Phænix, together with their Friends 
” appearing at the Head of it. Things 


ad... a —_— — Py 
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Things were at this paſs when Pherecides, a fa 
mous Philoſopher, who kept Correſpondence and 


we | 

Miſe had great Friendihip for Thales, came to fee him at 
nd Milet; the Chance he had of meeting with a young 
m- Stranger in the way, of an extraordinary and en- 
oft gageing Mein, made his Retinue the more re- 
er markable. 

Thales receiv'd him with all the Signs of Satiſe 
no faction, his Grief would permit him to ſhe a good 
re Friend, whom he fo infinitely eſteem'd; and as 
nd Pherecides had a great Value for the unknown Per- 
d; ſon, who accompanied him, Thales ſhe wd him ex- 
to traordinary and particular Civilities: He preſented 
ly them boch to Ceobulines and Erigones; and haveing 
id an Intention to part with his Apartment to Phere- 

cides, he carry'd them there. From the Chamber 
t; they went into the Cloſer, where the Picture of 
x, Alpbiſa, the greateſt Ornament of the Place, threw 
{= the Stranger who came with Pherecides into ſuch a 


Surprize, that he could not forbear crying out, to 
the Aſtoniſnment of both the Philoſophers, Ah! 
Thalas, ſaid he, tranſported with Paſſion, from 
whence have you taken this Copy of an Original, 
which is ſo dear tome? Oh! Alphiſa, what is be- 
come of you? and what will become of me, if I 


y | muſt renounce the Hopes of ever ſeing you again? 
- There was no occaſion for more Words to aſſure 
3 thoſe that heard them, that he, from whom they 
— proceeded, was Alexidas; and Thales, who thought 
s him a thouſand Times handſomer, than he had ima- 


8 | — gin'd 


oy 
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gia'd 8 Ggh'd for * but was not leſs deſi- 
rous to make his Rival happy. He acquainted him 


with the Condition of Alphiſa, but he threw him 


into Terror, when he deſcribed che Humour and 


wicked Principles of Thraſybulous ; which appear'd 
ſo much the more to be dreaded, as he was an Ene- 
my of Concern. Pherecides was much afflicted at 
the Troubles of a Prince for whom he had ſo great 
an Eſteem, and ask'd Thales if there was not a power 
to de obtain'd capable of oppoſing Thra/ybulus? Yes 
E replied he, and we will find one, even at Met: 

But that Prince Alexidas may know me perfectly, 
and have Confidence in me, I muſt make him an 
odd Confeſſion. Know then, my dear Pherecides, 
that I never was more ignorent of my Weakneſs, 


than when I thought I had the leaſt. Look but 
upon Alphiſa's Picture, and you will find Excuſes 
for it: I lov'd that moſt amiable, and moſt charm- 
ing . as much as ſhe can deſerve, which is 
exceſſively; that defirable Princeſs, who can never 


favour any other than Alexidas wich her Love. Sir, 


faid he, addreſſing himſelf to the Prince, whom he 
found turning pale at his Diſcourſe: Be not alarm'd 


at a paſhon, that has no other End, but to honour | 


E your Triumph. My Eyes have not bee moretitiad 


1 


than others, or my Heart leis ſenſible than yours; 


: yet you are nevertheleſs happy for it, and . 
e 


is ſo faithful to you, that not any Thing can ma 
her forget you, even for one ſingle Moment, My 


Loe has not depriv'd me of my Reaſon, and I 
. 
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proteſt 
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proteſt to you, before Pherecides, who has ſome E- 
ſteem for me, that if I love Alphiſa, my Eſteem for 
you is not leſs; That I only labour and aſpire to 
draw Alphiſa out of the unjuſt Hands of Thraſybulus 
to deliver her into yours, and to aſſiſt you in a proſ- 
perous Return to the Country of your Birth, if you 
have no other Enemies to apprehend. - 
Allexidas was fo aſtoniſh'd at Thales Diſcourſe, 
that he could ſcarcely recover himſelf; he found 
him ſo worthy of Eſteem, that he was full of Admi- 
ration at his generous Diſpoſition, and could not 
queſtion his Sincerity. Iz fine, the poor Lover 
ſpoke to the Philoſopher in Words full of Wit, and 
put-an entire Confidence in him: Pherecides thought 
it proper before the begining of the War, to make 
a Viſit of Civilicy to Thraſybulus, under the pre- 
rext of his Duty, and acquaint him with the Birth 
and Fortune of Alphiſa, Thales thought it a Step 
taken to little purpoſe; but would not by any Means 
ſeem to contradi&t the Opinion of his Friend. 

The Knpwledge of the high Rank and Quality 
of Alphiſa, rais'd a new Fire in the Breaſt of Thra- 
Hbulus; he us'd Pherecides unworthily, Thales was 
ſo incens'd at his Pride, that he haſten'd his Defign, 
and according tv the Tranfports of the youthful 
Alexidas, was ready to go fingly to force the palace 
of the Prince of Milet. | 

The People, who were already diſpos'd, took to 
their Arm's, when Thales inform'd them it was now 
Time to begin, There was ſcarcely a Family, 

REEL D 2 | that 
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that had not received ſome token of Thraſobulus' im- 
meaſurable Cruelty, or that had not been oppreſs'd 
by bis Injuſtice; ſo that in Crowds they tollow'd and 
obey'd his Orders, who was look'd upon as the 


diſpute his Authority, perſecuted Alphiſa perpetually; 
and after Oſſers of Marriage, which he refus'd, he 
reſolved by Force to ſacrifice her to his Luſt; which 
drove her to that Deſpair, that finding an Opportu- 
nity ventured a Billet, by the means at a compaſſion- 
ate Woman, to whom the was entruſted by Thraſy- 
| bulus, ſhe wrote theſe following words to Thales. 


Alphiſa to the wiſe and prudent Thales. 

If your Genero/uty cannot bring a Remedy to my Mis 
fortunes, Thales I am utterly undone, and raind after 

the moſt deplorable Manner in the World. Thraſybu- 
Ius is not a Man, but an infamous and cruel Monſter, 
of whom, if he would give me my Death, I would nat 
complain. But, Oh, I need not tell you more; the 
Evtremities I am under are moſt preſſing, and I have 


gour Courage. | | 

How afflicting were theſe Words to Alexidas; 
and what Haſte did Zhales make, to perform what 
the Princeſs required of him. There was no Time 
to be loſt; the whole Town of Milet put themſelves 
into a Coddition to humble the Tyrant; and though 
his Palace was encompaſs'd with Walls, that . 

pear' 


wiſeſt Man in the Kingdom. Thraſybulus, who 
thought they never dar'd to be hardy enough to 


no other Hopes left me, but the Pity of the Gods, and 
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pear'd inacceſſible, and that he had with him Sol- 
diers ſufficient to compoſe an Army, all theſe Obſtas 


cles were of no Conſideration in the Courage and 
youthful Heat of Alexidas, The Mile/ians, encous 
raged by his Example, and the perſuaſive Wordg 
of the wiſe Thales, there enſued a terrible Slaugb- 
ter in the Town, and they ſoon forc'd and beat down 
the Gates of the Tyrant's Palace, who when he had 
from a Tower obſerv'd the Diſorder of his Party 
fled the back Way, not being able to carry Alphiſs 
with him; and getting into one of his Ships, truſted 
his Fury to the Seas, whilſt A/pbi/a gave Entrance 


to the Conquerors, Alexidas tranſported with Joy, 


Oh! ye powerful Gods, cried he, what Adoration 
can I pay you, for having preſerved my dear, my 
charming Alphiſa? Ob, Thales. I find how well you 
deſerve that Veneration, which the whole World 


acknowledges due to your Virtue. At theſe Words 


he embrac'd the Philoſopher a hundred Times, Who 
had no little 'T'rouble to make his Reſolution be 
Conqueror of his Paſſion. /phi/a ſaid all that was 


acknowledging, ſoft, kind, tender and obligeing, 


and hearing that Pherecides was Alexidas* Friend: 
the gave him a Reception ſuicable to his Character 
and- Deſerts. | , 

The Melefans were thankful to Thales for their 
Deleverance from the Yoke of Thraſybulus, and 
would in Gratitude, have returned him all ſorts of 


Honour; but he refuſed any Marks of Diſtinction. 


Alplviſa was catried back to Cieobulines, where the 
SY Was 


| 1 
was received with all Demonſtrations of Joy, 4 
texidas inform'd her, that at his Return from that 
fatal Journey, he ſhew'd fo much Hatred and Re- 
fentment to Arteſſa, for her cruel Deportment in 
his Abſence, that ſhe was enrag'd to the DeſtruQtion 
of all in her Power; bur the People, touch'd with 
the Horror of her Crimes, and her Cruelty to A.- 
pa, had revolted againſt her, and that In her im- 
potent Madneſs, ſhe ftab'd herſelf in his Preſence : 
That this made him deſperately imbark to ſeek his 
Fortune, and after he had been long tos'd at Sea, 
had the good Fortune to meet with Pherecides, with 
n hom he had contracted a Friendſhip, and to whom 
he ſhould be always obliged, for the invitation he 
gave him to accompany him to Milet. 1 
Cleobulines was pleas d with Alexidas' good For- 


tune, yet with her Joy there was a Mixture of 
Grief. The Love which poſſeſs'd Thales, gave 


her Diſquiet; and although it appear'd by his Be- 
haviour, that the Satisfaction of Alphiſa would 
eſtabliſh his Content, ſhe was nevertheleſs afraid, 
leſt the Violence of his Paffion ſhould be of Con- 
ſequence to him. My Deſtiny, my Fate, Madam, 
faid he, is more conſiderable, than to ſpend my 
Time in Dcmeſtick Amuſements; pray Madam, 
concern not yourſelf; this Maledy is conquer'd 
by my Reaſon. Marriage might perhaps afford 
me a Momenrt's pleaſure, but then what a Train of 
Miſchiefs follow, and how long they may endure, 
is not to be determined. I muſt not think upon ir, 

ak theſe 
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theſe: Chains are fit only for them, who are born 
to love. Thales made theſe Expreſſions with an Air, 
which convinced his Mother that he had overcome, 
or at leaſt was certain of conquering his Paſſion, 
and therefore ſhe ſaid to him but little about 


It. . | } 

When he left her he went to Alpbiſa, Madam, 
ſays he, I come to ask you a Favour; which, after 
the continued Zeal I have ſhew'd for your Service, 
you ought not to deny me: It is, that you will 
make Alexidas happy before he leaves Milet; and 
that you will do me the Honour, to chuſe me to 
conduct you to the Altar. I am already ſo much 
oblig'd to you, ſaid Alphiſa, bluſhing, that I am 
in Confuſion in what Anſwer to return. Though 
you have twice made me ſree, I am ſtill your Slave, 
and You may order my Deſtiny as you Pleaſe. 
Well, then, Madam, reply'd he, I will make uſe 
of the Priviledge you allow me; and the Morrow 
if you think Fl will eſtabliſh your J Iappineſs, by 
preſenting you at the Altar to your beloved. A- 
lexidas, who was coming into the Room was ra- 
viſh'd with Joy at the Generoſity of Thales, who 
was gone to take Care of every thing that was ne- 
ceſſary in order to erlebrate the Wedding. And 
the moſt tender Father could not have been more 


dilligent on this Occaſion, Alexidas was mar- 
ried to Alpbiſa ; Pherecides extolld the Greatneſs 
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| wt the Soul of his fiiend Thales, who remain'd the 
Delight and Honour to the Milgſians; whillt the 
happy new Married Pair recurn'd into Sicily, where 
| they paſs'd the Remainder of their Lives in piea- 
| ſure and Contentment. Thales pleas'd himſelf by 
| deſerving a general Eitcem, and even that of King's 
and the greateſt Princeſs, but could never be per- 


ſuaded to oblige his Mother, * entering into the 
1 of Matrimony. 
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